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Astley C.E Primary School believes that the interest and support of parents in their children’s 

education is key to enabling children to make good progress and to become successful life-long 

learners. This homework policy aims to answer questions parents might have about homework and 

to enable a partnership between home and school to develop and flourish. 

Why is homework an important part of learning at Astley? 

1. Homework is set that reinforces and deepens learning and is appropriate to the age and 

stage of each pupil. This allows parents to appreciate the learning being covered and to 

understand the requirements in each year group.  

2. The homework set allows children to rehearse and consolidate their learning and to prepare 

for future learning whilst also gaining in confidence and independence. 

3. Key skills are often set for homework which require regular practise to achieve success. 

These areas are often critical aspects of the curriculum which can make all the difference in 

future lessons. A pupil who practises times tables and spellings at home until proficient, for 

example, can then use these in future lessons and make much greater progress. 

4. Homework provides opportunities to relate learning in school to real life. This allows 

children to see the relevance of the skill and to stimulate enthusiasm for learning. 

5. Homework allows children the opportunity to showcase their developing skills to their 

parents and for families to celebrate their achievements and progress. 

6. Homework fosters organisation and self-discipline which are essential life skills.  

How is homework organised? 

1. It is expected that every child will read regularly at home from Reception to Year 6 and 

appropriate books are provided to take home each day. We believe that regular reading with 

a parent is fundamental to children making good progress. Teachers seek to ensure that 

children make good choices and bring home books that interest and excite them. Incentives 

are given in class, appropriate to the age of the children, to reward regular home reading. 

Parents are asked to complete the reading record or homework diary to facilitate this. 

2. Each class has a regular homework pattern to allow parents to look out for homework and 

to support their children in developing a good routine. This is detailed in the table below.  

 Day set Day due in  

Ash Friday Any A weekly letter advises parents of optional 
opportunities for home learning 

Willow Friday Wednesday A red homework book is provided with 
maths in the front and English at the back. 

Elm Friday Wednesday Homework is sent home in a folder. 

Oak Tuesday (English) 
Friday (Maths) 
 

Monday (English) 
Tuesday (Maths) 

A folder for each subject is provided. 
Spellings are also sent home. Messages 
may be included in the homework diary. 
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3. In Ash Class, home learning is added to the pupil’s ‘Learning Journal’ which is available for 

parents to see in class. In Willow, Elm and Oak, all homework is marked and returned the 

following week. This allows teachers to celebrate learning and for children to receive useful 

feedback enabling them to take the next steps.  

4. The homework set will allow children to choose from a range of learning opportunities or be 

differentiated to ensure it is suitable for a pupils’ individual needs. Teachers give guidance 

where necessary, to enable parents to give appropriate help. 

5. Teachers are committed to providing the support required to make homework a valuable 

and worthwhile activity for every child. We welcome opportunities to discuss homework 

with individual parents or children, whenever necessary. Please speak to us on the 

playground or contact the School Office to make an appointment. Oak Class may choose to 

complete homework during lunchtimes if they wish, with the teacher on hand to advise if 

needed.  

6. We ask that parents support the smooth running of homework by ensuring that work is in 

school on the days requested, as there is a tight marking and re-setting schedule. 

 

How can parents support and help with homework? 

1. Parents should be aware of the routines of a class and help to remind children to bring 

homework to and from school. By Year 6, children should be fully independent in this, 

enabling them to be ‘High School ready.’ 

2. Parents should be there to support and encourage the completion of activities as is 

appropriate to the age and individual needs of a child. Your child is likely to value homework 

if you provide the interest and enthusiasm! 

3. Parents should praise increasing independence and responsibility in undertaking homework. 

4. Parents can discuss strategies or tips for memorising key skills with their children and make 

this an ongoing positive learning conversation. 

5. If children and parents are unsure of any aspect of homework they should not continue but 

speak to the class teacher to seek further support. 

6. Parents should feel able to stop homework whenever they judge that a suitable length of 

time has been spent on the activity. A note indicating this to the teacher is helpful. 

7. Our homework days are set to give parents maximum flexibility to complete homework to 

suit individual circumstances. We value conversations and feedback in getting this right for 

everyone concerned. 


